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Engaging virtually with conference attendees and wider audiences was apparent at this years ASCO meeting, with a year-on-year increase across  
social media metrics such as mentions, likes and tweets.

The top 3 hashtags were the congress hashtag #ASCO21 and the cancer community chat hashtags #LCSM (Lung Cancer Social Media) and #BCSM 
(Breast Cancer Social Media), which also increased in 2021:

#LCSM: 4063 (ASCO 2020) vs. 4212 (ASCO 2021)
#BCSM: 2545 (ASCO 2020) vs. 3459 (ASCO 2021)

Specific hashtags used in virtual conversations2 have become popular for their respective cancer's community social media. Those who want to 
follow, contribute and be involved in these cancer specific chats should incorporate these specific hashtags into their posts.

1. rule-based search strings include: boolean logic, MeSH terms and key word searches

2. virtual conversations include: virtual chats, tweet chats, channel chats and community chats
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Using secondary desk research and rules-based search strings1, 7i Group conducted online social media listening

ASCO Highlights
Social media activity increases for ASCO’s virtual 2021 meeting
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ASCO Highlights
Which company had the most mentions?

When comparing companies mentioned at ASCO 2020, AstraZeneca had the highest number of mentions (n=708)

with Merck (n=559) and Novartis (n=270) following with second and third highest, respectively
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Highest number of 
company mentions at 
ASCO 2021 with 32% 

(n=437)

2nd highest number of 
company mentions at 
ASCO 2021 with 18% 

(n=245)

3rd highest number of 
company mentions at 
ASCO 2021 with 17% 

(n=238)
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Overall number of company mentions 
at ASCO 2021 n=1383

Novartis had the highest number of company mentions - ~50% were related to the 
positive results from the VISION metastatic prostate cancer trial
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The PREOPANC trial highlighted the advantages of 
neoadjuvant therapy

This Phase III data showed significant increase in overall survival
ASCO21

Pancreatic cancer has a high 
diagnosed incidence of 10.83/100,000 
population and a 5 year survival rate 
of <10%1,2. The poor survival rate is 
associated with late diagnosis and 

unnoticed symptoms.
Neoadjuvant therapy is emerging as a 

treatment strategy for pancreatic 
cancer. Advantages of this versus 

upfront surgery + adjuvant therapy 
include early treatment 

of micrometastasis and improved 
compliance with chemotherapy3.

Current leaders in the neoadjuvant 
treatment of pancreatic cancer are 

FOLFIRNOX or 
gemcitabine + nab-paclitaxel4.

1. Versteijne et al., 2016, Preoperative radiochemotherapy versus 
immediate surgery for resectable and borderline resectable pancreatic 
cancer (PREOPANC trial): study protocol for a multicentre randomized 
controlled trial

2. GlobalData Reports and Clinical Trials

3. Chawla and Ferrone, 2019, Neoadjuvant Therapy For Resectable
Pancreatic Cancer: An Evolving Paradigm Shift

4. Oba et al., 2020, Neoadjuvant Treatment in Pancreatic Cancer

5. Eijck et al., 2021, Preoperative chemoradiotherapy to improve overall 
survival in pancreatic cancer: Long-term results of the multicenter 
randomized phase III PREOPANC trial.

Figure 1. Planned and ongoing 
prostate cancer clinical trials (n=1283)

Source: GlobalData
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Increase in 5-year 
survival in patients 

treated with 
preoperative 

chemotherapy vs.
chemotherapy after 
surgery (p=0.025)5

‘Preoperative gemcitabine-
based chemoradiotherapy for 

resectable pancreatic cancer or 
borderline resectable pancreatic 

cancer improves long term 
overall survival compared to 

immediate surgery with 
adjuvant gemcitabine’5

Positive reactions from HCPs 
on the increased overall 

survival results presented at 
ASCO from the Phase III 

PREOPANC trial
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CheckMate 649 reveals nivolumab could become the SOC for 
previously untreatreatable cancers

Phase III data showed increase in both OS and PFS

TOP RETWEETED TWEET ENGAGEMENT
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Positive reactions from HCPs 
around new standard of care 
(SOC) from the data published 
from the Phase III CheckMate
649 trial. Results published in 
The Lancet
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Gastric and gastroesophageal 
junction cancers are highly fatal 
and the fourth leading cause of 

cancer-related death worldwide.
Despite some improvements in 
treatments over the years, the 

incidence is 28.57/100,000 
population and 2.19/100,000 

population respectively1,2.
In a 2018 study, oesophageal and 

stomach cancers combined 
accounted for 8.9% of the new 

cases and 13.5% of deaths3.

1. Grealy et al., 2019, Optimal management of gastroesophageal junction 
cancer

2. GlobalData Reports and Clinical Trials

3. Bray et al., 2018, Global cancer statistics 2018: GLOBOCAN estimates of 
incidence and mortality worldwide for 36 cancers in 185 countries

4. Janjigian et al., 2021, First-line nivolumab plus chemotherapy versus 
chemotherapy alone for advanced gastric, gastro-oesophageal junction, and 
oesophageal adenocarcinoma (CheckMate 649): a randomised, open-label, 
phase 3 trial

The CheckMate 649 trial involved 
previously untreated patients.

The outcome of the study was that 
nivolumab is the first PD-1 

inhibitor to show superior overall 
survival (OS) as well as 

progression-free survival (PFS) 
for these patients4.

This outcome is beneficial as it 
leads the way for a potential new 
standard of care for patients with 
previously untreatable, advanced 

gastric and gastroesophageal 
cancers.
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Figure 1. Planned and ongoing 
gastric cancer clinical trials (n=1297)

Source: GlobalData
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Figure 2. Planned and ongoing 
gastroesophageal junction cancer clinical 
trials (n=219)

Source: GlobalData
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For further information on how we can assist you with online 

and social media listening before and during congresses

• Check out our website at www.7i-group.com

• Contact us at info@7i-group.com
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